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Germany: Europe’s leading country in Europe 

Angela Merkel: Europe’s most influential political personality 
 

A Harris Interactive exclusive poll, in partnership with the channel of international 

information France 24 and the International Herald Tribune 

 

 

 

 

Methodology   
This poll was conducted online by Harris Interactive, in partnership with France 24 and The 

International Herald Tribune, among a total of 6,478 adults (aged 16-64) within France, Germany, 

Great Britain, Spain and the United States;  and adults (aged 18-64) in Italy, from 27
th
 February to 6

th
 

March 2008. The data were weighted, where necessary, by age, gender, education, region and 

Internet usage to make it representative of the general population profile for each country. Propensity 

score weighting was applied to adjust for respondents' propensity to be online. 
 

---------------------- 
 

The poll explores a variety of issues, including:  

- European country leadership: 

o Which countries are currently leaders in Europe? 

o Which country will have the most influence on the rest of Europe in the next 

10 years? 

- European leadership: 

o Who are the most influential personalities in Europe? 

o Who has the potential to be the next President of Europe?  

 

 
 

 

 

Please note that any communication of these results has to be made with technical elements 

such as: survey methodology, fieldwork dates, name of the agency, sample size. 

The latest Harris Interactive / France 24 / International Herald Tribune poll shows that 

European’s view Germany as the leading country in Europe today; and as having the 

greatest influence over Europe in the next ten years. Moreover, Angela Merkel is perceived 

as the most influential political personality in Europe.  

 

Results to be released on April 4
th
 2008 on France 24's "The Talk of Paris" and published 

in the International Herald Tribune of April, 4
th
 2008.  
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EUROPEAN COUNTRY LEADERSHIP: WHICH COUNTRIES? 

 

The majority of French (68%), Spanish (57%) and Germans (57%) regard Germany as the 

leading country in Europe today.  

 

Whilst still favouring Germany, the British and Italians are more divided in their opinion 

between Germany and Great Britain.  

 

A high percentage of Americans (63%) consider Great Britain to be the current the leader of 

Europe.  

 

 
 

 

When Europeans are asked to indicate which country will have the most influence on the rest 

of Europe in the next 10 years, once again it’s Germany that comes out top.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* : less than 0,5% 

  

  - 3 - 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

* : less than 0,5% 

  

  - 4 - 

EUROPEAN LEADERSHIP: WHAT PERSONALITIES? 

 

When respondents are asked about the most influential leader in Europe, Europeans strongly 

favour Angela Merkel, who is clearly ahead Nicolas Sarkozy, even among the French. 

Gordon Brown, although the top choice for Americans, is rarely perceived as an influential 

leader amongst Europeans.  But at least one-third in each country, and over half of British 

adults, are not sure about any of these leaders. 

 

 
 

Even if the idea to vote for a president of Europe is not endorsed widely within all respondent 

countries (especially in Great Britain) and that no political personality stands head and 

shoulders above others, Angela Merkel emerges as the individual who would gain the highest 

number of votes. Only the Americans and British would choose Tony Blair first for the 

presidency of Europe.  

 

A point to emphasize: Angela Merkel is the only currently-active national leader to be 

perceived as a possible "President of Europe", facing "former" national or European leaders 

(such as Jacques Delors, Felipe Gonzales and Tony Blair). 
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About Harris Interactive 

Harris Interactive is a global leader in custom market research. With a long and rich history in 
multimodal research, powered by our science and technology, we assist clients in achieving business 
results. Harris Interactive serves clients globally through our North American, European and Asian 
offices and a network of independent market research firms.  
 
To become a member of the Harris Poll Online and be invited to participate in online surveys, register 
at www.harrispollonline.com. 
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